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among the lesser states, requiring them to accept the scheme
for federal reform and to desist from the military preparations
which they had already begun. They, confident that the numer-
ical superiority of the Austrian forces must give them victory,
refused; whereupon Prussian troops marched into their
territories and the war began.
§ 140. the seven weeks' war.—It lasted less than two
months. Von Roon's preparations had been made with meti-
culous care, the machinery of mobilisation worked efficiently,
and the new " needle-gun " with which the Prussian infantry
were armed proved immensely superior to the old-fashioned
weapon still used by their opponents. Hanover and Saxony lay
helpless in the Prussian grasp before they realised that the war
had begun, but the main issue was fought out in Bohemia by
armies of a quarter of a million under Moltke (Prussia) and
Benedek (Austria). At the great battle of koniggratz (3rd July
1866) (sometimes known as sadowa) the Austrians were
decisively defeated, and Francis Joseph (in his usual straits for
money) at once opened negotiations for peace. The result of
the campaign might have been very different but for the fact
that an Austrian army-corps was engaged in Italy. The Italians
were again defeated on the fatal field of Custozza (24th June),
and had it not been for the success of the Prussians the work of
1859-1860 might have been undone. But Bismarck had promised
to insist upon Austria surrendering Venetia, and Koniggratz
gave him the power to do so.
The negotiations were conducted through the mediation of
Napoleon III. He had from the first looked forward to playing
this role, but the circumstances were very different from his
hopes. He had expected that Austria would be successful after
a severe struggle in which both combatants would be so ex-
hausted that he would be able to dictate practically what terms
he chose, and in a position to claim valuable territorial con-
cessions for France. Prussia's immediate and overwhelming
success came as a thunderclap to him, and Sadowa was almost

